Field Guide Instructions – Tagging 
Task

Tag all trees greater than 15 cm circumference on your Carbon Cycle Sample Site.

Materials

Fishing line, scissors and tree tags
   OR Nails, hammer, tree tags
   OR Spray paint/tree crayons/paint sticks

Flexible measuring tape (best if 150cm – 300cm) 

Pencil
Compass
Procedure

1. Stand at plot center facing north, east, south or west (according to your assigned quadrant).  Use a compass if you are unsure.
2. Turn your body clockwise until you are facing the tree closest to that direction, this will be the first ‘tagged’ tree.

3. Use the fishing line to tie a single tree tag around each tree.  Be sure to tie it loosely enough to provide room for the tree to grow and not break the line.

OR

4. Use a hammer and nail to attach a single tree tag near the base of each tree.  Be sure to use long nails and not to pound them in too much leaving room for the tree to grow.

OR

5. Paint a single number on each tree.

6. Work as a team to continue tagging trees by moving from the center toward the edges in a clockwise direction.  This method will prevent you from missing any trees.  

a. NOTE: Do not tag any trees that are already dead.
7. Once tree tagging has begun, one person should move around the plot and mark each tag with a number using a pencil or nail.

a. Number convention should be the name of the quadrant and the tree number, e.g. N1, E20, etc.

8. Repeat the tagging process on all trees greater than 15 cm circumference at breast height (1.35m).  If you are unsure if a tree is 15 cm, use the measuring tape to confirm whether it should be tagged.

