Land Biome Descriptions
Alpine — Alpine biomes are found in mountain regions at altitudes greater than 3000 meters with winter temperatures below 0° C and summer temperatures between 10 to 15° C. Examples: Andes, Rockies, and Himalayan mountains. 

Tundra — Tundra biomes are found at latitudes of 55 to 75° N with most found in the Northern Hemisphere. Tundra biomes have: permanently frozen soil at depths of 25 to 100 centimeters; predominately lichens, mosses, and other low growing plants; and mean annual temperatures of -28° C. In summers, the sun shines almost continuously and temperatures range from 3 to 16° C. Examples: Antarctica, Canada, Finland, Iceland, Norway, USA 
Taiga or Boreal Forest — Taiga biomes are found between 50° N and the Arctic Circle. Predominate vegetation is needle-leaf trees (e.g. pines, spruce) and temperatures are below freezing for six months out of the year. Winters are snowy and cold (-54 to 1° C) and summers can be rainy, humid and warm (7 to 21° C). Annual precipitation ranges from 300 to 850 mm. Examples: Canada, China, Finland, Norway, Russia, Siberia, Sweden, USA 

Temperate Deciduous Forest — Temperature Deciduous Forests have four distinct seasons (spring, summer, autumn, winter) with mean annual temperatures of 10° C and precipitation from 760 to 1525 mm per year. Vegetation consists of deciduous trees (e.g. oak, beech, maple), shrubs, short plants, mosses, and lichens. Examples: Canada, China, Europe, Japan, Russia, USA 

Rainforest — Vegetation is dense, tall, and green with a lot of precipitation throughout the year. 

· Tropical Rainforest — Tropical Rainforests are found between 23.5° N and 23.5° S; have mean annual temperatures of 20 to 34° C; and high precipitation (2000-10000mm/yr). Trees are predominately broadleaf with many types of species. Examples: Brazil, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Pacific Islands, West Africa 

· Temperate Rainforest — Temperate Rainforests are found along the coast in temperate regions. Precipitation is regular throughout the year (~ 2500 mm/yr). Trees are also predominately broadleaf, but there is lower species diversity and temperatures are cooler. Examples: USA, Chile, Japan, Norway, New Zealand 

Grasslands — Found between forests and deserts with less rain than forests. Vegetation is predominately grass with few trees and bushes. Grasslands are also called savannahs (Africa), steppes (Europe), pampas (South America). 

· Tropical Grasslands — Found closest to the equator and are hot year round. Mean annual precipitation ranges from 600 to 1500 mm. Examples: Australia, Cameroon, Ghana, South Africa 

· Temperate Grasslands — Found farther from the equator and have hot summers and cold winters. Mean annual precipitation ranges from 250 to 750 mm. Examples: Argentina, China, Siberia, South Africa, USA 

Shrubland/Chaparal — Shrubland biomes are found at latitudes of 30 to 50° N and 30 to 40° S and have mild winters and hot and dry summers. Temperatures range from 0 to 40° C. Annual precipitation ranges from 250 mm to 400 mm. Vegetation consists of shrubs, trees, and cacti with leaves that are small and hold moisture. Terrain can be flat, rocky, or mountainous. Examples: Australia, Chile, Croatia, South Africa, USA 

Desert — Deserts are very dry with precipitations less than 200 mm per year and little vegetation. 

· Hot Desert — Found at latitudes of 15 to 28° North and South of the equator. Days are very hot (40° C) and nights are cool (10° C). Examples: Africa, Australia, USA 

· Cold Desert — Found in Arctic regions and the main form of precipitation is snow. Examples: Iceland 

Urban — Manmade biome of buildings, streets, and houses. Found in or near cities. 

Agricultural land — Manmade biome of cropland for food and/or feed production. 

